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Suicide Attacks 
 

An annual distribution of the number of suicide attacks since the beginning of 
the conflict 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Suicide attacks are the pattern which caused greatest number of 
fatalities, thereby constituting the number one means of mass-murder. 
This was the preferred modus operandi by Palestinian terrorist groups, 
yet, thwarting activities diminished its success. Throughout the present 
conflict, 146 suicide attacks were executed killing 516 people. These 
make almost half (43.8 percent) of all the fatalities during this period: 
1,178 fatalities.  
 
63 percent of all suicide attacks (92 attacks) took place until 2002 
(included). 2002 was a peak-year – during which 53 suicide attacks were 
carried out, killing 189 people. After 2002 began a decline in this type of 
terror, as a result of Israeli thwarting activity, primarily being Defense 
Shield Operation, and later the establishment of the buffer zone and its 
completion in Samaria in 2004. Thus, in 2003 only 26 attacks were 
carried out (a decline of 49 percent compared to the previous year), 
killing 143 people. In 2004, 12 attacks were executed (a decline of about 
46 percent) killing 55 people. Since 2005 the annual number of suicide 
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attacks stabilizes on less than 10 attacks a year (eight attacks in 2005; 
six attacks in 2006).  
 
In 2007 and 2008 one suicide attack took place each year: the attack in 
Eilat (Jan. 29, 2007, 3 fatalities) by perpetrators who left from the Gaza 
Strip to the Sinai and from there to Israel; and the attack in Dimona (Feb. 
4, 2008, one civilian killed). No suicide attacks took place in 2009.  
 
The buffer zone's role in preventing and reducing the number of suicide 
attacks is demonstrated in the following diagram: annual distribution of 
last-minute thwarts since 2004 (** a last-minute thwart is a thwart where 
the terror-infrastructure had been prevented/stopped when it was 
already on its way to mount the attack; namely, not at the stage of 
planning/organizing, but after the attack or the perpetrator are already 
underway).  
 

 
An annual distribution of last-minute thwarts in 2004-2009 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Thus, in 2004, the annual number of thwarts was almost 160, while most 
infrastructures mounting suicide attacks originated in Samaria. After 
completing the buffer zone in Samaria in 2004, the number of annual 
thwarts decreased to an average of about 46 thwarts a year.  
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2008 was exceptional in number of attacks, especially from the Gaza 
Strip, and noted a high number of thwarts - 63 last-minute thwarts a 
year. 
 

Fatalities in suicide attacks 
  
The highest number of casualties was caused by suicide attacks carried 
out mostly in crowded and populated centers in Israel.  
Following is a diagram annually distributing fatalities in suicide attacks: 
 

Annual distribution of fatalities in suicide attacks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In 2003, although the number of attacks has declined by half (26 
attacks), the number of fatalities remained relatively high: 143. Only a 
year later in 2004, another decrease in the number of attacks (12 
compared to 26 in 2003) caused another drop in fatalities of suicide 
attacks to 55.  
 
Since 2003 there is an ongoing decrease in the fatalities' number as a 
result of suicide attacks up to few casualties in 2007-2008. This decline, 
as mentioned above, reflects the Israeli thwarting efforts, and the 
difficulties facing perpetrators in light of the devised buffer-zone.  
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Suicide attacks in a regional profile 
 

Distribution of suicide attacks in a regional profile 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The suicide attacks' regional profile clearly indicates most suicide 
attacks in the present conflict have taken place within the Green Line. A 
total of 69 attacks, about 47 percent of the overall number of attacks in 
this pattern executed during the last decade.  
 
The prominent high number of attacks during the first years is 19 
attacks in 2001 (54.2 percent of all suicide attacks that year); 26 attacks 
in 2002 (49 percent of all suicide attacks that year), and 12 suicide 
attacks in 2003 (46.1 percent of all attacks in this pattern that year).  
 
2004 saw the decrease in the number of suicide attacks (as 
aforementioned, due to prevention efforts and establishing the buffer-
zone). Thus, in 2004 there was a decrease of 75 percent in the number of 
suicide attacks inside the Green Line compared to the previous  year (3 
attacks in 2004 compared to 12 attacks in 2003). This trend is mostly 
preserved in the following years, except 2005 when 5 suicide attacks 

1
3 4

2

19

6
8

4

13

26

2
3
1

12

5
3 333 1

5
2 2 22 1 1

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

since
29/9/00

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Samaria Judea Jerusalem
The Green Line Th Gaza Strip

http://www.shabak.gov.il/english/Pages/default.aspx


Israeli Security Agency 

Analysis of Attacks in the Last Decade 

www.shabak.gov.il 5

took place. In 2007-2008 only one suicide attack was executed each year 
inside Israel (Eilat and Dimona respectively).  
 
In a suicide attacks within the Green Line 316 people were killed during 
the conflict, making up 61.2 percent of the overall fatalities of suicide 
attacks. 302 fatalities are Israeli: 269 civilians and 33 security personnel, 
as well 14 foreigners.  
 
Jerusalem saw a significant number of suicide attacks, mainly during 
the first conflict years. During the conflict 25 attacks were executed in 
Jerusalem, 17.1 percent of the overall number of attacks. In the peak 
year – 2002 – 13 suicide attacks took place in Jerusalem (24.5 percent of 
all that year's suicide attacks), yet, in 2001-2004, an average of 3-5 
suicide attacks took place each year.  
 
With regard to the number of fatalities – 173 people were killed in 
Jerusalem in suicide attacks (33.6 percent of all suicide attacks 
fatalities), 168 of them Israelis (161 civilians and 7 security forces 
personnel) and 5 foreigners.  
 
Since 2005 no suicide attack took place in Jerusalem (the attack in 
Merkaz Harav yeshiva in March 2008 is designated a mass-murder attack 
by shooting, therefore, is not counted as a suicide attack – see 
hereinafter).  
 
The Gaza Strip – the number of suicide attacks is relatively low: about 3 
to 6 attacks in 2000-2004, and 2 attacks a year in 2005-2006. 10 Israelis 
were killed in suicide attacks in the Gaza Strip: 3 civilians and 7 security 
forces personnel. 
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