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A Review of Al Qaeda and the Diffusion of its Ideas in Israel and the Palestinian 

Authority 

 

Principles of Al Qaeda ideology 

Al Qaeda was established by Osama Bin Laden, the leader of Al Qaeda, and 

Ayman Al Zawahiri, second-in-command to Bin Laden. Like other Global Jihad 

organizations, it aspires to disseminate Islam and establish Islamic Caliphates 

worldwide – a religious regime in accordance with the laws of Islam. Al Qaeda 

ideology is based on the Salafi School in Sunni Islam. It perceives the dawn of Islam 

as the Islamic Golden Age which should be restored and recurred in modern times.  

According to Al Qaeda ideology, every Muslim is obligated to take part in 

Jihad so as to restore Islam to its rightful place. The struggle is directed against 

"infidels"; these include not only non Muslims, but also Muslims and Arab regimes 

which do not follow the correct Islamic path. That is, they favor the West (and Israel) 

and want to adopt its ways.  

Al Qaeda believes in a total war with no compromises with its enemy. 

Therefore, it believes that the end justifies the means, including the use of 

unconventional weapons, attacks on civilians including women and children, etc. 

 

Al Qaeda's perception of Israel and the Jews 

The struggle against the Jews and Israel has always occupied a central position 

in Al Qaeda's doctrine. In February 1998, Osama Bin Laden declared the 

establishment of the "World Front for Jihad against Jews and Crusaders". The 

organization's leadership encourages the execution of terror attacks against Jews 

around the world and invests effort in promoting terror attacks against Israeli targets.  

In this context, certain events should be noted: 

• A murderous terror attack against Israeli tourists and an attempt to shoot 

down an Israeli plane in Mombasa, Kenya (2002). 

• An explosion in a synagogue in Djerba, Tunisia (2002). 

• Murderous terror attacks against Jewish targets in Casablanca, Morocco 

(March 2003). 

• Murderous attacks against synagogues in Istanbul, Turkey (November 

2003). 
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The Jews and Israel in particular became Al Qaeda's arch-enemy since, in its 

view, they settled on land sacred to Muslims and acted against its Palestinian 

residents. Over the last year, Israel  became the focal point of Al Qaeda's agenda in 

the media which can be seen in the frequency and animosity of the statements 

censuring Israel. Osama Bin Laden and Ayman Al Zawahiri increasingly mentioned 

the Palestinian arena in their speeches stating that "the land is a Muslim land that must 

be freed and no one has the right to give it up". They also referred to current events 

that occurred in Israel.  

 In this context, there are two conspicuous speeches which were delivered last 

May (May 16 and 18, 2008) by Bin Laden, dealing solely with the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict. In the speeches, Bin Laden called "to carry out Jihad to free Palestine, fight 

to remove the blockade from the Gaza Strip, and struggle against the Arab 

governments". Bin Laden castigated the West and the Arab governments for their 

support of Israel and pointed out the importance of the Palestinian issue in Al Qaeda's 

ideology. 

 A marked increase in the diffusion of Global Jihad ideology is evident, 

especially in the Gaza Strip. There, Palestinian terror elements adopted Jihadi 

ideology as an incentive for their activities against Israeli and western targets. The 

Hamas takeover of the Gaza Strip did not stop the expansion of the activity of Global 

Jihad organizations there. 

 In Israel and Judah and Samaria, exposure to Global Jihad / Al Qaeda ideology 

is increasing, mainly through the internet. Therefore, there is an increase in the 

number of cases where individual activists initiate contact with Global Jihad / Al 

Qaeda activists worldwide and in the Gaza Strip, participate in the organizations' 

propaganda activity and become involved in operational activity against Israeli 

targets. 

 

The internet – a propaganda and operational tool for Global Jihad organizations 

 Over the past years there has been a significant increase in the usage of the 

internet by Global Jihad elements. Different websites such as Al Hasaba, Al Ikhlas, Al 

Nasra and others are in the process of creating a "worldwide virtual Global Jihad 

community" which enables immediate contact between activists worldwide. 
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The use of different forums constitutes an infrastructure for Jihadi propaganda 

and it enables easy and immediate access to information about Global Jihad ideology, 

and particularly about Al Qaeda's ideology, to millions of Muslims. The surfer is 

exposed to information provided by the organizations for use by their activists and 

supporters. Some of this information includes: a list of terror attacks executed by Al 

Qaeda in various geographical sites, information on producing explosives, ways to 

form terror cells, ways to protect the cell from counter intelligence etc. 

In addition, the internet forums enable the surfer to join social networks based 

on Jihadi ideology, and thus these networks attract Muslim youth. The forum 

participants are greatly influenced by the material to which they are exposed, and their 

stances and activities become correspondingly more radical. The end result is that 

these forums form a recruitment pool of fundamentalist youth accessible to terror 

elements abroad  who aim to locate, recruit, and encourage involvement in terror 

activity in Israel and abroad. 

 

The Gaza Strip: Institutionalization of local Global Jihad organizations 

In the Gaza Strip, various terror organizations operate according to Global 

Jihad / Al Qaeda ideology. The oldest of these organizations is the Army of Islam, 

headed by Mumtaz Daghmush. Army of Islam activists participated in the attack on 

Kerem Shalom during which Gilad Shalit was abducted to the Gaza Strip (June 2006); 

they kidnapped Alan Johnston, a British journalist (July 2007), and even planned to 

attack the Quartet envoy, Tony Blair, during his visit to the Gaza Strip (July 2008). 

Army of Islam activists continue to plan high-profile attacks against Israeli targets.  

 Over the past year, another organization began operating in the Gaza Strip – 

Fatah Al Islam in the Land of Ribat, affiliated with Fatah Al Islam in Lebanon. This 

organization also aims to execute attacks against Israeli and Western targets.   

 There are also several small organizations working according to this ideology 

in the Gaza Strip and their activities include small-scale operational activity and 

propaganda with the purpose of spreading Jihad. This activity is also aimed against 

the foreign / non-Muslim population (such as the attack on the American school and 

various Christian institutions) and against  “overly secular" lifestyles (such as attacks 

against internet coffee shops, mixed beaches etc.).  
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Activists of various organizations maintain contact with senior Global Jihad 

activists worldwide who assist them in their operational activity. For example, Yousef 

Miqdad, born in 1987, resident of Al Shati Refugee Camp, Gaza Strip, was recently 

convicted and sentenced to six years in prison for his activity in establishing an Al 

Qaeda branch in the Gaza Strip with the intention of executing military activity 

against Israeli targets. Miqdad and others worked to disseminate the ideology, 

maintained internet contact with Al Qaeda activists worldwide, and even had a 

meeting in Saudi Arabia with Al Qaeda activists who funded their activity. 

 In addition, foreign terror activists, affiliated with Global Jihad organizations, 

infiltrated into the Gaza Strip with the breaching of the Egypt-Israel border crossing 

(February 2008). They joined Gaza Strip-based terror infrastructures and assist them 

in improving local terror infrastructures.  

 

The West Bank: Increased support for Global Jihad  

It seems that over the past months there has been an increase in the number of 

West Bank residents affiliated with Global Jihad ideology prepared to act in its name. 

So far, the individual activists have not yet formed an infrastructure and their activity 

is mainly directed by Global Jihad elements located in the Gaza Strip and abroad 

through the internet forums. These forums are a valuable tool for Global Jihad / Al 

Qaeda activists worldwide to recruit agents to disseminate Jihadi propaganda, to 

gather information on Israel and occurrences within Israel, and encourage military 

activity. 

 A prominent example is Hasan Qre', born in 1987, resident of Abu Dis who 

was served an indictment for forming a military cell based on Al Qaeda ideology with 

the intention of executing attacks against Israeli targets and producing an explosive 

device as well as explosives according to instructions he found in internet sites 

identified with Global Jihad. Qre' was  in contact with a Global Jihad activist abroad, 

from whom he requested, through the forums, financial assistance to fund his cell. 

Prior to his arrest, he even offered information on one of the internet sites , including 

maps and photographs which could have helped in an attack on President Bush during 

his visit in Israel. 
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Israel: increase in the number of groupings in support of Global Jihad ideology 

  Recently, the Israeli authorities revealed a series of groupings by Israeli-Arabs 

who supported the extreme Islamic ideology and who intended to execute attacks 

against targets in Israel. Lately, indictments were served on two Bedouin youths from 

Rahat. In their investigation they confessed that in the framework of their activity in 

Global Jihad forums they had contact with Global Jihad activists and provided them 

with information about potential targets for suicide attacks in Israel.  

Some of the targets they mentioned were: IDF bases, recreation areas in Eilat, 

the central bus station in Be'er Sheva, the Lehavim-Rahat railway station, the 

Ashkelon power plant, Azrieli center in Tel Aviv, Ben-Gurion International Airport 

etc. Moreover, the two provided information about potential hiding places for the 

perpetrators. They also gathered information from the internet on the production of 

explosives and weaponry, and assisted in disseminating propaganda and incitement 

materials encouraging the execution of attacks against Israeli and western targets. 

Another example is a group of six youths – Israeli citizens and residents of 

East Jerusalem, including some students at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, who 

formed a closed religious group which operated in the area of Jerusalem and planned 

to establish an Al Qaeda infrastructure in Israel. The group used to meet in Al Aqsa 

Mosque on the Temple Mount and began devising the establishment of an 

infrastructure to implement Jihadi ideology. 

The group members were inspired by the extreme Islamist ideology found in 

various internet sites and some of their computers included directions for the 

production of explosives and explosive devices taken from the internet. Mouhammad 

Nigam, a group member, confessed that in January 2008 he decided to bring down a 

helicopter carrying a VIP which was supposed to land at a  landing field near the 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem, close to his home. At that same time, President Bush 

was visiting in Israel, and Nigam used his cellular phone to film helicopters taking off 

and landing at that same landing field. On an internet Jihadi forum, Nigam raised the 

question of a potential attack against President Bush's helicopter. Recently, 

indictments were served on the six members. 

In the beginning of 2008, indictments were served on two religious Arab-

Israeli youths from Jaljulia for operating according to Global Jihad / Al Qaeda 
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ideology. In their interrogation they confessed to trying to execute terror attacks. 

These included attempts to stab an IDF soldier at the Kfar Qasem junction, steal his 

weapon and execute a shooting attack against IDF soldiers; stab the guard at the 

entrance of Sdei Hemed, steal his weapon, and launch a shooting attack within Sdei 

Hemed. They even confessed to preparing improvised explosive devices,  according 

to directions they found in the internet. 
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